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was the leading power of the continent; a highly
centralised government followed a policy of aggrand-
isement that would not have been pursued with the
same steadiness and sagacity by a nation in which
popular institutions existed.

Not often has one man so absorbed every phase
of government. An historian says: " Mary de*
Medici, Louis XIII"., all the parties of the Court,
were effaced before the personality of Richelieu.
... He put in movement or paralysed all politi-
cal forces, for his own profit.*' He dominated the
King, he regulated the development of the Church,
he decided on peace and war, he modified internal
institutions, he sought to control the progress of
literature and the administration of the law; for
twenty years the social and political life of France
seemed bound up in one imperious, untiring man.

The permanence of Richelieu's work shows that
it was in accord with national tendencies and the
conditions of the times. It is the test of a states-
man that his creations endure; the influence of
Richelieu upon French government continued for
almost two centuries and was by no means destroyed
even by the great cataclysm of the Revolution. The
mob paraded the head of the great Cardinal on a
pole in brutal triumph, but the theory of centralised
government, which he did so much to perfect and
which alone, as he believed, could render France
great, did not perish in the French Revolution.

It is perhaps an idle pastime to say what might
have been the results of Richejieu's career if he had
been actuated by different purposes. So great wasen he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
